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Sunday , November 4, 10:30am
“Life in a Christian Nation”
On this Sunday before Election Day, Martha will reflect on
how our leaders’ religious beliefs affect the course of the nation
and the world.  Is it reasonable to expect our politicians to put
aside their religious convictions in the interest of separating
church and state?  How would your UU faith affect the
decisions you would make in a position of power?  For that
matter, how do your religious beliefs influence your actual
daily decisions?
Worship Leader: Rev. Martha Hodges/Worship Associate:
Allison Claire

Sunday , November 1 1, 10:30am
“The Cowardly Lion and Other Heroes”
On this Veterans Day, it seems appropriate to reflect on
courage.  Are we all capable of acts of bravery when pushed
to the limit?  Why do we sometimes act courageously and
other times crumble in fear?  What is courage and where
does it come from?  And why is it a trait universally admired?
Worship Leader: Rev. Martha Hodges/Worship Associate:
Nina Weiler-Harwell

Sunday , November 18, 10:30am
“Here We Are Gathered”
This will be a celebration of Thanksgiving for the whole fam-
ily.  We will also recognize and give thanks for our newest
members on this day.
Worship Leader: Rev. Martha Hodges/Worship Associate:
JIm Skow

Sunday , November 25, 10:30am
“Finding the Gratitude in Small Things”
Each day life offers us opportunities to experience gratitude,
whether through an experience in nature, the kindness of
strangers, or unexpected actions of family or friends. Often
gratitude can be found in moments least expected. How do
we cultivate an attitude of gratitude, experience it, and save it
to nurture the spirit.
Co-Worship Leader: Lucy Bunch/Co-Worship Leader: Karen
Gunderson
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11/04 Karen Gunderson Frieda Fergus & Wynne Skow    James E. Richard Leimbach
11/11 Sonia Duffoo Frieda Fergus & Tonie Darling    Elaine C. Richard Leimbach
11/18 Judi Schafer Jim Skow & Wynne Skow     Linzee W. Richard Leimbach
11/25 Edie Olaughlin Frieda Fergus & Rosemary Miles   Miley N. Richard Leimbach

   Saturday Tuesday   ThursdaySunday   Monday Wednesday   Friday

Newsletter
Deadline

Daytimers
10am at church

Daytimers
10am at church

Daytimers
10am at church

Board Mtg
7:15pm

Sunday Worship
10:30am

Sunday Worship
10:30am

Religious Ed Mtg
7pm

Sunday Worship
10:30am

Sunday Worship
10:30am

2nd Sat
Supper

FinanceMtg 12pm

Daytimers
10am at church
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Women’s Group
4pm

Men’s Group
Breakfast
9:30am

Membership
Committee
Mtg 7-9pm

If you have a meeting or birthday this month and don’t see it listed, please contact the office at 689-2008 or ucc@cwnet.com.
November 2007

   Altar    Greeters       Lighters    Ushers
Worship Support Schedule

Church Ops Mtg
7pm (offsite)

Sr. High Grp  6pm

Hospitality Host Schedule
11/04 TBA
11/11 TBA
11/18 TBA
11/25 TBA

30
Daytimers
10am at church

Theater
Group  8pm

Theater Group
Reservations Due

Thanksgiving
Day

Community Mtg
after church

Sr. High Grp 6pm

Newcomer
Welcome 11:30-
12:30

Appreciative
Inquiry after
church

Worship Mtg
7:00pm
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Grace Notes:
The Power of Appreciation
Rev. Martha Hodges, UUCC Minister

Our understandings of ourselves and our
associations are often founded on the question,
“What’s wrong here?” We then proceed to look at
the source of the problem and propose various
solutions, predict outcomes and then try out
various “fixes.” There can great value in that
approach and it is certainly sometimes necessary.
The danger of focusing exclusively on our deficits,
though, is that we may come to view ourselves as
mere collections of problems and overlook all that
makes us healthy, functioning individuals or
organizations.  This can drain us of hope, energy
and joy.  Instead of focusing solely on “problems,”
we might affirm our strengths and build on those.
That is the idea behind a process called
“Appreciative Inquiry” that we are about to begin
here at UUCC.

Throughout the month of November, members and
friends of this congregation are being invited to
participate in “house meetings” of ten to fifteen
people to reflect on what is most meaningful and
fulfilling to them about their association with this
church.  The Committee on Ministry has divided
us up into six groups, based on location, for this
purpose.  (See page 5 for the group you have been
assigned to.)  We recently had a practice session
with your Board members and it was an energizing,
informative and fun conversation.  We’re very much
looking forward to talking with you, too.

We’re doing this with three objectives in mind.
First, I want to take this opportunity to meet with
every one of you face to face, to get to know you
better, and vice versa.  Second, the process is all
about affirming what we love about this community.
That will have a healthy impact on us all, as we
move ahead into our new shared ministry, and will
make us stronger when we face challenges ahead.
And finally, we will use the information you give us
to define our mission and vision for the future.

Appreciative Inquiry is based on several
assumptions, among them, that we at UUCC do
many things well. The language we use to talk
about ourselves - defining ourselves by our
problems or by our strengths and triumphs - affects
our reality. We can carry our strengths into the
future, and by focusing on our dreams for this
community, make them a reality.  Between now
and your meeting time, you may want to be thinking
about some of the highlights of your connection
with UUCC: what your relationships here are like,
what has contributed to your spiritual growth and
what values you want us to represent to the world.
What is most important to you about this place?
Bring your stories!

In the short time I’ve been with you, I have come to
care deeply about this community and the people
who make it all that it is.  You have power, assets
and creative energy that you may not even be
aware of.  I have never met a church with such
abundant love to give.  Let’s channel that good
energy to create a vision of where we go from here
and then let’s make it happen!

Welcome to the conversation!

Marion Randall, UUCC President
Community Meeting

Dear Congregants,

I’m telling you, I can’t believe how fast the weeks
pass, and it seems that one measurement of this,
is the rate at which I need to write my newsletter
article.

Thanks to all who participated in the Start Up
Retreat. During the day, our conversation ran from
really deep to just fun. Once again, I was reminded
why I love this congregation so much, and why I
am proud to be a part of it - and proud to be a UU.
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There are a few things coming up that I want to
make sure you know about, so you can put those
holds on your calendars.

The Board is planning for an event we are calling a
Community Meeting. Some of you might recognize
it as the Quarterly Meeting. Basically, it is an
opportunity for the Board and Minister to provide
you with information and status on certain church
related issues like church finances and an
overview of the Start Up Retreat. It also provides
an opportunity for us to collect feedback on various
things like determining a focus for adult RE or social
action. The date of the Community Meeting is
Sunday, November 11 and will be held right after
the church service. We promise not to keep you
there all day. The current thinking is a 90 minute
meeting.  We hope you will make time for it.

I also want to remind you that our major annual
fund raiser, the Action Auction, is fast approaching.
This event is really fun and provides opportunities
for fellowship all year long. The co-chairs Merry
Walle and Terry DeCrescenzo are looking forward
to your donations as well as your participation in
the bidding process.

In the interest of making information available to
you, I wanted to let you know that the Board has
taken the action to publish the approved Board
minutes. They will be made available to you via
the members section of our website.

In Service,
Marion

It’s Action Auction time! Action Auction is our big-
gest fundraiser of the year. This fun-packed all-
church affair is an event to look forward to! For
those new to UUCC, our Action Auction is an
annual money raising/family fun event that we
hold. Basically, it is a silent auction with some
raffles and live auctions. There are activities and
childcare for the kids. Your entry fee of $9 for
adults and $3 for children will cover dinner and
any child care needed. If you have any ques-
tions about donations, please feel free to con-
tact Merry Walle or Terry De Crescenzo (con-
tact info below).

This is what you can do to prepare for the event:
· Mark your calendars for February .
· Think, think, think about what you have

to offer to the auction. Dinners are our
biggest fundraisers (you host a dinner
at your place and the highest bidders
pay UUCC to attend dinner at your
home). Is there anything else you have
around the house that you can sell? As
opposed to the yard sale, only very new
and very good condition items are sold
at the Action Auction.

· Spring into action by filling out the form
previously sent in an all-church email or
get a form at the church.

What to donate? How about dinner for 6-8
guests at your house? Other examples include
house sitting, childcare, pet sitting, art work, pool
parties, barbeques, lessons, rides to the airport
or homemade jam. “Goods” such as furniture
toys, etc. need to be in new condition. Small
sized items are great for the lottery.

Want to help at the event? We need lots of help
in the following areas:

DRE Job Opening
at UUCC

The Unitarian Universalist Community
Church of Sacramento is seeking a
part-time DRE for Children’s Religious
Education. The DRE will provide
leadership to our children’s RE
program. The ideal candidate enjoys
and appreciates children and youth of
all ages, uses a collaborative work style,
has the ability to enhance our curricula
and program, and supports UU
principles and practices. Those
interested in the position may obtain a
job description and job application via
our website www.u2c2.org,email
uucc@cwnet.com or phone (916) 689-
2008.

It’s Action Auction T ime!!!
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· Ticket sales/accounting
· Raffle
· Setup/cleanup
· Auctioneer
· Student’s entertainment/child care

To help, contact:
Merry Walle
Terry De Crescenzo

Thank you! We look forward to having our 2nd

Action Auction right here in our new space.
Please plan to donate and attend. It’s a fun time.

We need your participation in our Appreciative
Inquiry process!  Your ideas and comments will
form the basis for our new Mission and Vision
Statements and will help determine the direction
in which our church goes. Please see the first
page of this newsletter for more information on
what this is all about.

The Committee on Ministry has divided up the
membership into neighborhood groups.  We hope
that you will be able to attend the group meeting
that you’ve been listed with, but if you cannot, let
Martha know and we will find a better time for you.
Let her know, too, if we’ve inadvertently left you
out!  Richard Leimbach, Tom Rintoul or Celia
Buckley will be getting in touch with each of you to
confirm as your date gets nearer.   These will be
fun and stimulating evenings and we’re looking
forward to talking with you. Thank you!

Appreciative Inquiry Process

The Natomas Group  will meet on Saturday, Nov.
3, location TBD.
Virgina Barcus, Lucy Bunch, Nancy Flagg, Patrick
Cody, Annette Emery, Lisa Pray, Carolyn Crabtree,
Fred Deneke, Jim Eastman, John Hingtgen,
Myrna Johnston, Tracey Lilley, Edie Olaughlin,
Jenn Richard

The Pocket Group  will meet on Monday, Nov. 5,
location TBD.
Gene and Bill Anderson, Martha Carlson, Terry
Chekon, Ruth Ellis, Bobby Kramer, Matt and Rose
Nelsenador, Barbara Schnabel, Jean Schwartz,
John Sugar, Lori Glasgow

The Eastern Group  will meet on Wednesday, Nov.
7, at the home of Richard Leimbach.
Allison Clarie, Terri McKown, Ken and Terry De
Crescenzo, Richard Leimbach, Terri Riley, Laura
Osborne, Tom Rintoul, Be Patterson, Judi Schafer,
Ernie Tomassilli, Jim and Wynne Skow, Nina and
Marty Weiler-Harwell

The Land Park Group  will meet Friday, Nov. 9,
location TBD.
Mark Callicotte, Jane Churchon, MK Menard.
Frieda and Lloyd Fergus, Ardyn and Leslie
Gladney, Gina Guarneri, Doug McDougall, Sybil
and Doug Lawson, Rosemary Miles, Cris Morales,
Dick and Georgene Tarble

The Mid town/T ahoe Group  will meet
Wednesday, Nov. 14, at the home of Celia Buckley.
Steve Bakken, De Brewer, Beverly and Dave
Boido, Celia Buckley, Marion Randall, Chris Carter,
Peter Morse, Tonie Darling, Kurt Schmidt, Mary
Helen Doherty, Lindi Ramsden, Sonia Duffoo,
Rebecca Fain, Karen Gunderson, Michael
Laughlin, Naomi Rose

The Elk Grove/Laguna and Outlying Group will
meet Sunday, Nov. 18 at UUCC following the
service.
Christy Clark, Terri Eckley, Gail Erwin, Joan
Gusman, Phil and Amy Jaynes, Arlys and Bob
Johnson, Jackie Kelly, Jerry and Maggie Melnick,
Lori Monson, Alison and Dexter Navas, Rebecca
Sanders, Ron and De’shara Wainwright, Merry,
Eric and Julia Walle, Becca Woods

[“Action Auction” article continued]
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Seven Straight Night s Vigil

The photos below were taken at the Seven Straight Nights Vigil which took place Saturday,
October 13 on the steps of the Capitol in Sacramento, CA. Thank you to all those who came
together in support of equal marriage rights for LGBT couples.
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Theatre Group

Seussical, Jr .

We will see “Hecuba and Dido: Love Gone Wrong”
at 8:00pm, Friday, Nov. 16 at The Space, 2509 R
St. (25th & R). Ann Tracy, author and director, de-
scribes this as “A very modern mash-up of clas-
sical and modern source texts exploring the af-
termath of war and the relationships between men
and women, based on Charles Mee’s “Trojan
Women 2.0.“ Reservations to Frieda Fergus by
Sunday, Nov. 11.

Come support our young UUCCers, Jacob Navas
and James Lock, in their performances in the
whimsical musical Seussical, Jr., based on those
crazy Dr. Seuss characters. Performances are
Nov. 13, 14, and 15 at 7:00pm at the 24th Street
Theatre, 2791 24th Street, Sacramento. Tickets are
$10 and are available from Alison Navas, Annette
Emery, and Patrick Cody. Catch them at church
or call them by phone.

Our November 18 Thanksgiving service will
include a formal welcome of recently joined
members of UUCC.  If you have been thinking
about becoming a member, now is the time to let
Martha know so that you can be included in this
happy occasion.  As always, if you would like to
speak with her about this decision, don’t hesitate
to get in touch with her.

Second Saturday Supper
The October supper was cancelled so we could
participate in the “Seven Straight Nights”. The No-
vember supper is on Nov.10. If you would like to
attend or host, please contact Gene Anderson.

Religious Education Program

The Religious Education (RE) Program is focused
on Judeo-Christian stories. The children have been
meeting as a group with one of our wonderful
teachers – Tom Rintoul, John Sugar, Ernie
Tomassilli, and Annette Emery – for a story and
then a follow-up activity. To celebrate the Jewish
holiday of Sukkot, the children constructed a
sukkah to celebrate the successful harvest. We
will continue through the old testament stories and
Jewish holidays until the traditional birth of Jesus.

Considering Membership?

The Men’s Group will meet for breakfast on No-
vember 17 at 9:30am. All men of the church and
friends are invited. For more information, contact
Patrick Cody.

Church Inventory

The Church Operations Committee would like to
take inventory.  When UUCC moved to its new
location, many thoughtful people generously
volunteered to provide storage for various church
items. So if you have anything (financial records,
procedure manuals, seasonal decorations, items
being repaired, etc.) that belongs to the church,
could you please let Alison Navas know about it?
We’re not asking you to return anything.  We’d
just like to record what’s “out there.”  Please send
an email containing your list to Alison Navas by
November 30. You may call Alison with any
questions. Thanks!

Men’s Group
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On November 4 at 3pm, enjoy the sounds of Greek,
Yiddish, English and Hebrew music in a concert
known as the Mediterranean Experience. This fea-
tures the choirs of Congregations B’nai Israel, Beth
Shalom and the Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Church. A dessert reception featuring Mediterra-
nean sweets follows the concert. Admission/do-
nation is $7.50. It will be held at Congregation B’nai
Israel, 3600 Riverside Blvd. For tickets or informa-
tion, call 916-446-4861 ext 13.

Mediterranean Concert
Allow me to start by simply saying, Hallelujah!

As I delivered your 13,006 signatures to the offices
of Speaker Pelosi, House Minority Leader Boehner,
and Senate Majority Leader Reid, I was
overwhelmed by our commitment, as Unitarian
Universalists, to make our political leadership turn
towards peace.

Joining me was Rev. John Thomas, the General
Minister and President of the United Church of
Christ. Together we presented the congressional
leadership with 75,000 signatures of liberal
religious persons. Once again, Hallelujah!

Note from UUA President

So many of you have offered your support and
your advice for the Association's activism against
this war. You have been heard. We are dedicated
to keeping up the pressure until we see an Iraq
that has come to know peace and justice.

That work is most effective and most sustainable
when done in community, so I invite you to stay in
continued relationship with the Association as we
put our faith into action.

Consider engaging your congregation in the
Congregational Study Action Issue: Peacemaking.
By using our many resources at www.uua.org/
csai, your congregation can help articulate and live
our faith on every level of peace, from the
interpersonal to the international. We will be voting
on a Peacemaking statement at the 2009 General
Assembly.

I also invite you to sign up for our Justice Action
Network. Through these various email lists you
can stay up to date about legislation, resources,
and actions which give voice to our UU values.

As I sat in our Washington Office yesterday, looking
the enormous stack of faxes from your
congregations, I was reminded of words once said
of Eleanor Roosevelt, "you have chosen to light a
candle rather than curse the darkness".

This petition may not end the war, but by bringing
our candles together, they certainly grow brighter.
As I see that light growing, I pray for a rebirth of
hope.

Thank you for all the good work you are doing,
and know that you are not alone.

In Faith,
Rev. William G. Sinkford
President, Unitarian Universalist Association

I would like to thank those who
helped with photo session re-
minder calls and greetings: Terry
Chekon, Christy Clark, Myrna
Johnston, Annette Emery and
Merry Walle. Also, we realize that
many of you had to wait or change
your photo session time. Thank
you for your flexibility and we
apologize for any inconvenience.
Jen (our office person) is putting
in some extra hours to help with
our layout. Thank you Jen, and
again, thanks go to the greeters,
and everyone who showed up and
“smiled pretty”. The directory
should be out sometime in De-
cember or January.

Photo Directory



Would you like to be a formal member of this
congregation?  We would love to have you as a member!

If you would like membership information or if you feel
ready to sign our membership book, you may talk to
Eric Walle or Laura Osborne.

Membership requirements are:
1)  you must be at least 16 years old
2)  you accept our principles and purposes
3)  you make and fulfill a commitment to an annual
contribution of record through a pledge of money and/or
services.

We are a wonderful congregation and we will welcome
you with open arms.

Membership

All Unitarian Universalist congregations in California’s
mountain and valley areas:
www.uuvalleysierra.org

Pacific Central District (PCD):
 www.pcd-uua.org
Telephone: (510) 601-1437

Unitarian Universalist Association:
www.uua.org
Telephone: (617) 742-2100

UU Legislative Ministry:
www.uulmca.org
Telephone: (916) 441-0018

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee:
www.uusc.org
Telephone: (617) 868-7102

Sacyouth - Faith-Based Activities for Youth:
www.sacyouth.com

South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership (SSIP)
Emergency Food Closet:
www.ssipfoodcloset.org
Telephone: (916) 428-5290

Affiliates

The ministry of the Unitarian Universalist Community
Church is to foster open minds, caring hearts, helping
hands, and growing spirits in a congregation of all ages.
By living and sharing Unitarian Universalist values, our
spiritual and intentionally diverse community seeks to
bring compassion and justice to the world.

UUCC is a member of the Unitarian Universalist  Asso-
ciation (UUA) and the Pacific Central District (PCD) of
the UUA.

Mission
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Cont act

U2C2 Connection Editor:
Newsletter contributions should be sent to the UUCC
church address, phoned in to 689-2008 or emailed to
uucc@cwnet.com by the 15th of each month.

Editorial Advisor - newsletter:
Nancy Flagg 689-2008 or uucc@cwnet.com

Website Administrator:
UUCC office  689-2008  or uucc@cwnet.com

Editorial Advisor - website:
Nancy Flagg 689-2008 or uucc@cwnet.com

Administrative Support:
UUCC office  689-2008  or uucc@cwnet.com

Mailing address:
8231-C East Stockton Blvd
Sacramento CA 95828

Phone: 689-2008
Website: www.u2c2.org
Email: uucc@cwnet.com

Office Hours: Tue/Thur/Sat  8am-12pm
Minister’s Hours: Mon/Wed/Thu 12am-3pm (and by
appointment)

Minister:
Rev. Martha Hodges, 689-2073
uucc_minister@frontiernet.net

Board of Trustees:
President: Marion Randall
Vice President: John Sugar
Secretary: Wynne Skow
Treasurer: Steve Bakken
At-Large Members: Laura Osborne, Maggie Melnick,
Ken DeCrescenzo
Endowment Trust: Mark Callicotte

Director of Religious Education:
[to be determined]

Newsletter

Website

Administration

Leadership

Committees:
Church Operations Committee: Laura Osborne
Canvass Committee: Celia Buckley
Committee on Ministry: Tom Rintoul, Richard
Leimbach, Celia Buckley
Finance Committee: Mark Callicotte
Membership Committee: Eric Walle (chair)
Openers/Closers Supervisor: [to be determined]
Religious Education Committee:  Alison Navas
Social Action (Bag Days): Celia Buckley
Worship Committee: Lucy Bunch (chair)



Unitarian Universalist Community Church
8231-C East Stockton Blvd
Sacramento, CA 95828

Place Mailing Label Here

Place
Postage

Here

The Mission of the Unit arian Universalist
Community Church in Sacramento

The ministry of our church is to foster open minds, caring hearts,
helping hands and growing spirits in a congregation of all ages.
By living and sharing Unitarian Universalist values, our spiritual
and intentionally diverse community seeks to bring compassion
and justice to the world.

- Covenant of Shared Ministry


