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Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Sacramento

Sunday , May 6, 10:30am
Imam of the Salam Center
Mr. Azeez, the Imam of the Salam Center in Sacra-
mento, will speak to us from his perspective of a
Islamic religious leader here in Sacramento.
Worship Leader: Imam Azeez/Worship Associate:
Jim Skow

Sunday , May 13, 10:30am
The Mother in Us All
Right before she died, my mother talked to me about
“the mother in us all”.   On Mother’s Day some
thoughts on what she might have meant.
Worship Leader: Rev. Kate Rohde

Sunday , May 20, 10:30am
Celebration and Dedication
This Sunday we will have a special service to
celebrate and dedicate our New Home and to make
a commitment to UUCC for the coming year.  There
are details in other parts of this newsletter.   There
will be ceremony, a sermon,  and a luncheon after
service.  The service will be a little longer to
accommodate all that is going on!
Worship Leader: Rev. Kate Rohde

Sunday , May 27, 10:30am
Flowers Gone
A sermon for Memorial Day Weekend.
Worship Leader: Rev. Kate Rohde

Worship Services
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A Message from Your
UUCC Treasurer

UUCC raised $77.00 for Sacra-
mento Loaves & Fishes from the
soup bowl after the Sunday
service.



             If you have a meeting this month and don’t see it listed, please contact the office at 689-2008 or
uucc@cwnet.com.
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From Our Minister:
Kate’ s Corner
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From Our Board President:
Kurt’ s Corner

This year has been a time of transition and
accomplishment.   You have made a move to your new
home.  You have added staff. You have searched for a
new minister.  You are beginning to use your new home
for programs: old and new.

May 20th will be Celebration Sunday. We will have a
ceremony to dedicate your sanctuary.   We will celebrate
your accomplishments of the year.  You will make your
financial commitment for the year to come.

When I heard about your ambitious efforts to finance
your growth through a capital fund drive last year,  I was
truly impressed.    This year is the first year of your
efforts and there are some good results.  Your
attendance has increased substantially.  People have
commented on the increased friendliness and welcome
they receive as newcomers.  Many of the active
members are taking to heart the ways in which a
congregation changes in order to grow.   I think that
when your minister arrives you will be ready.

However,  for real success in your endeavor UUCC will
need not only a new home, new staff, and a minister, it
will need you  —— your time and your treasure.   You
are the people that will need to reach out, welcome,
and include new members into the congregation.
Recognize them.  Get to know them.  Help them feel
that they are co-creators of this community.   And you
are the people whose financial commitment is
necessary.  You have varying abilities to help.   Some
of you have 80 hour work weeks.  Some of you are on
small, fixed, incomes or are in school. Others have good
incomes and/or more discretionary time.  A  community
needs your participation: your attendance at worship,
your assistance at being hospitable and your help in
making this the congregation you want it to be.

So come celebrate UUCC on May 20th,   celebrate the
first step on your new journey  and contemplate the
ways in which you will be a part of the future of this
congregation.   With your help, the promise of this new
beginning will lead to great things for your future together.

~Kate

Well, did we do it or didn’t we? The candidating week for
Rev. Martha Hodges has come and gone. We had a
marvelous week to get to know her and hopefully, we
have called her as our next settled minister. I’m not sup-
posed to “count chickens” before the fact, but you can’t
blame a guy for being optimistic!

I’m betting as I write this that we have a new minister
and that the search is mercifully finally over. The Search
Committee has been incredible. We owe deep gratitude
to Lucy Bunch and Marion Randall (co-chairs) and Jerry
Melnick, Richard Leimbach, Barbara Schnabel, Ernie
Tomassilli, John Sugar and Tom Rintoul. Hundreds of
hours of concentrated effort went into this project.

Now on with the ongoing life of this church: This month
will include the annual Operating Fund Canvass. This is
when we talk about the financial foundation that allows
us to keep the doors open, the lights and water and gas
and heat and air conditioning ON. It also is how we sup-
port our minister and support staff. I urge us all to be
very kind and very generous to our Canvass Committee,
which is headed up by Celia Buckley. There’s so much
we have to be thankful for and to look forward to …let’s
all step up and make healthy pledges for this next year.

To me, the coolest thing is that we are still absolutely
on track with the long-range plan we put in motion al-
most three years ago. We wanted a two-year Interim
Ministry (Mark Evens and Kate Rohde) to allow us to
raise significant funds (Annual Canvass and the ongo-
ing “Campaign for Growth”), to find and move into our
new home the first year (done), and then to seek and
find our new settled minister in the second year (see
paragraph 1 above). All the while, we were to do every-
thing in our power to continue our program offerings,
provide increasingly high quality Sunday services and
strong Religious Education, and to set the stage for the
welcoming of continuing and new members to grow this
congregation. We have done all this, growing our sup-
port staff with a wonderful Director of Religious Educa-
tion (Dawn Rose), Church Administrator (Jennifer Sato)
and funding for a pianist. The exact route to where we
are has not been as we imagined it would be – but the
bottom line is that we are succeeding. My friends, this
is an outstanding set of accomplishments by any stan-
dard.  And  this  will  be a good  time to start anew with
the  election of  a new  Board President and  Vice
President at the Congregational Meeting in June, and
the arrival of our new minister in September. I’m su-
premely confident that the bright future of UUCC will be
assured with strong and energetic new leadership.

Thank you to all.
With love,
Kurt Schmidt
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From Our Director of
Religious Education:
Dawn’ s Corner

Within UUCC

A Poet Among Us!

In the March 29, 2007 issue of the Sac-
ramento News and Review a poem
apeared by our own Peter Morse.

Death Valley

This desert doesn’t care,
Cannot fathom masquerade,
No trees to hide behind
no waters deep for shallow dives.
Dust devils spin as thermals rise:
Heat so hot even hell will fry.

By Peter Morse

2nd Friday Supper

Theater Group

Women’ s Group

Thank you to our April hosts, Dick/Georgene Tarble
and Bobby Kramer. These are friendly potlucks and
our attendance is growing. The next supper is May
11th. If you would like to host or attend in May, please
contact Gene Anderson.

We will see the musical “Urinetown” at River Stage
Theater, 8401 Center Parkway, on Friday, May 18,
8:00 pm. According to Frank Condon, the director,
this is “an extraordinary Broadway musical with a
vibrant political edge that takes us into unexplored
territory”. Reservations are $22 and should be
made via Frieda Fergus by Sunday, May 13.

The UUCC Women’s Group meets monthly to
share events, laugh, cry and eat. The group meets
on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 4:00pm. To
find out more, call Annette Emery.

4th Friday Fun & Games
Friday May 25th Doors open at 6pm and dinner is
at 7pm. Join us as we celebrate Spring.

Every Child
Some of you may remember the play “Every Child”
written by Jennifer Sugar. We have decided to
present this play again on June 3rd as a part of
Youth Sunday Service. Every Sunday this month
we will be preparing for this presentation. Our new
version will include puppets of all shapes and
sizes, music and of course “every child” in our
Religious Education program.

Mother ’s Day Tea
Mothers and all others are invited to share tea and
crumpets after the Sunday service on May 13th.
All Mothers will be our special guests and all oth-
ers can make a $2 dollar contribution to Loaves
and Fishes. Please plan on joining us!

Religious Education Committee Meeting
Our Religious Education Committee will be meet-
ing on May 8th at 7:00pm. Anyone with an interest
in our Religious Education Program is welcome
to attend. We will be meeting at the church. Call
Dawn Rose or Alison Navas for more information.

4th Friday Fun & Games
Friday May 25th Doors open at 6pm and dinner is
at 7pm. Join us as we celebrate Spring.

Elk Grove Western Festival Parade
Please join us to watch the parade on May 5 at
11:00am at the corner of Valley Oak Lane and
Emerald Oak Drive. There will be marching bands,
floats, horses, and the great Shriners entertain-
ers participating in the parade, which usually lasts
for an hour or two. Bring lawn chairs or a blanket
to sit on, along with hats and sunscreen. Food and
drink are available at the nearby festival, but not
on the parade route. Park along Valley Oak or one
of the side streets. Hope to see you there!

~ Dawn Rose
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Mr. Azeez, the Imam of the Salam Center in
Sacramento, will speak to us from his perspec-
tive of a Islamic religious leader here in Sacra-
mento. Jim Skow will be the worship associ-
ate.

The following article is from Mr. Azeez’s website:

Imam Muhammed Abdul-Azeez is the reli-
gious leader of the SALAM Islamic Center in
Sacramento CA. Imam Azeez was educated
in Medicine, political science, sociology, Is-
lamic history and Islamic theology. He holds
an MD from Ain Shams University, a BA from
Ohio State University, and an MA from Uni-
versity of Chicago.

Imam Azeez has been involved in Islamic ac-
tivism and education for the past 10 years. He
worked with and taught Islam at numerous in-
stitutions from the Midwest to the West coast.

Imam Azeez has made dozens of media ap-
pearances, both local and national. He was
interviewed on the Sacramento Bee, the Sac-
ramento News and Review, the Columbus
Dispatch, and most recently, the Los Angeles
Times. He was interviewed on most local TV
channels, and recently was featured on CBS
News.

Imam Azeez is a passionate advocate of in-
terfaith work, and dedicates much of his time
educating the community about the true
peaceful essence of the religion of Islam. In
his capacity as the Imam of SALAM, he is a
member of the Sacramento Interfaith Service
Bureau, and participates in most inter-reli-
gious dialogue in the area.

Imam Azeez memorized the Quran from a
young age, and is known for his “heavenly”
voice in its recitation. He teaches Quranic
studies to youth and adults at SALAM.

The Imam is married to Kauthar Fattouh, of
Ottawa, and has one daughter, Zeyneb, and
one son Adam.

Guest Speaker for May 6 ServiceMay 6 First Sunday Offering

This offering was suggested by Dick Tarble to
help with a small mission in Oaxaca, Mexico
where Sister Magdalen has been working for
many years to help the people survive the turmoil
that surrounds them.

In a recent letter she writes, “I’m sure you’ve
heard about our problems in Oaxaca. The once
tranquil and beautiful city now looks like a
battlefield with its barricades, fires in the streets,
tires and firewood. The teachers aided by the
general public have been on strike for many
months.

Tourism is nil; hotels, restaurants and
businesses are struggling and many have
closed their doors. Hundreds of people have
lost their jobs. Please pray for a just and lasting
peace.

Dick will take a few minutes to tell us what Sister
Magdalen and her helpers are doing to alleviate
this situation. Please give generously to this
small but worthy effort.

Amy Jaynes,
Social Issues Coordinator

We have a new web site
ready to be launched
soon - keep checking
www.u2c2.org!  We re-
ceived a special project
grant from PCD’s Growth
Committee. That money
allowed us to hire some-
one to create our site.
Have you seen UUA’s new
web page? Check out
www.uua.org. It is similar
to our new one!

New UUCC Website
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2007-08 Annual Canvass & Celebration Sunday

Celebrate Our Journey - Celebrate Our Future - May 20, 2007

We are counting on you coming to church on Sunday, May 20th to help us celebrate our journey
and our future. We will have a special Celebration Sunday service followed by sharing a meal
together.  Plan for a longer than usual service with lunch at noon.

On this special Sunday, we will celebrate our new home and morning services with a dedication
of our building.  We hope to celebrate the results of the all-church vote on calling our new full-time
minister Martha Hodges.  Finally, for the first time, we will have an “altar call” where families,
including children, will be asked to come forward and put their signed pledge card into a very
special receptacle!

You will be receiving canvass materials in the mail.  Canvass cards will NOT be mailed out in
advance.  We will also have canvass materials displayed in church beginning late April.  When
you arrive at church on May 20th, there will be an envelope with your name on it, which will have a
pledge card for 2007-08.  For your convenience, your 2006-07 pledge amount will be filled in.
(For confidentiality, only the canvass chair and pledge coordinator know your pledging amounts).
For more information, questions or concerns, please contact Celia Buckley or Doug McDougall.

Following the service, we will be asked to temporarily move outside behind the church under a
canopy for coffee, juice and light snacks while our sanctuary is transformed with tables and chairs
for lunch.  We will then share a hot meal together.  (If you would like to contribute a salad, please
contact Sybil Lawson). During our lunch, the canvass committee will total up the pledges and we
will know immediately how close we will be to meeting this year’s pledge goal of $95,000!

“When we pledge to our church, we pledge to each other.”
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Questions & Answers Regarding Canvass

I am not a member of the church. Should I make a pledge?
Absolutely! If you find our church meaningful we hope you will support UUCC with a financial
contribution. We rely on our “pledging friends” to help us achieve our goals & dreams.

What is the benefit of being a member?
Only members can vote. As a church democracy, we vote on our annual budget, the annual
elections to the Board of Trustees, on calling our Minister, and on issues upon which the church
takes a stand. Being a church member strengthens Unitarian Universalism. When you are a
member of UUCC, you automatically become a member of our district and the whole UU
Association.

What does Canvass have to do with membership?
Membership has both privileges & responsibilities. Members agree to give a financial and/or
service commitment to the church. Part of each pledge supports the Pacific Central District and
the Unitarian Universalist Association on a regional and national level.  In addition, a portion of
each pledge supports the UU Legislative Ministry California and locally the South Sacramento
Interfaith Partnership.

How much should I pledge?
Our current average pledge is $1,500 per year per pledging unit. We need to increase that to
maintain our level of church programs. About $85 of each members pledge is sent to support
programs as listed above. The remaining amount pays for our entire church: our minister, our
property, our administrator, our director of religious education, office, website, newsletter, staff,
professional musician, and all the costs associated with Sunday services & our programs. We
were able to move to a new home and expand our program due to the commitment of many
members through the Campaign for Growth, where money above the annual canvass was pledged
to our church over a 3-year period.

If last year’s operating expenses were divided between 85 members, the annual cost would be
$2,313 per member.  But we ask you to work toward a personal goal of 4% of your income. This
allows a distribution of pledges compared to income. Members with a lower income of say $20,000
would pay $800 per year compared to higher income members earning $100,000 who would
pay $4,000 per year. If every member contributed 4% we could substantially expand all our
programs.
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An hour north of San Francisco are the lush
vineyards, world class wineries and picturesque
small towns of the Napa and Sonoma Valleys. We
invite all UUs and friends to share the beauty of
our “home” through the UU Fellowship of North
Bay’s “Wine Country Excursions.”

We offer small customized two day tours of our
valleys which can include wine tastings, art
galleries, museums, scenic trails and much more.
We provide private rooms with bath in the homes
of our members and experienced guides to
conduct tours in their cars.

Napa itself is alive and vibrant with, galleries,
boutique shops, world-class restaurants, wine
tasting rooms and entertainment.  Sites of special
interest include COPIA (The American Center for
Food, Wine and the Arts); Jack London’s home
(now a state park); the Culinary Institute of
America; the diRosa Art and Nature Preserve.

Tours are offered from mid-May through mid-
October.  Plan for two days of touring and a two or
three night stay with all local transportation
provided.  Home hospitality without tours is also
available.  Our fees are below market rates for
similar services.  All proceeds to help our
Fellowship grow and purchase property in this
expensive real estate market.  We have limited
openings, so contact us now for details.  Iris Barrie,
707.265.6926 or barrie001@comcast.net

UU Wine Country Excursion

UU Legislative Ministry
Have you found it difficult to get and/or pay for
adequate health insurance? Strugggled with
medical debt? Made career decisions based on
access to health insurance? Had a hard time
covering your employees? Been a health care
provider who has witnessed first hand the impact
the crisis in our health care “system”?

UU Legislative Ministry http://www.uulmca.org is
working towards Universal Health Coverage for all
Californians.

We are gathering health care experiences of
individuals, to deliver to advocates, media, and
legislators . Collectively these stories will help the
public and elected officials have a better
understanding of what is at stake. If you have a
story to share, or would like to help at this critical
moment in health care policy, please get in touch
with Christy Clark, the UULM health care team
member from our congregation.

Beyond
UUCC

Take It From the T op

Sacramento Master Singers Presents:
“Take It From The Top”

Accomplished young musicians from the
Sacramento area will share the stage with the
Sacramento Master Singers for their final
performance of the 2006 – 07 season with a
concert entitled Take It From The Top.  As you
know, both Celia Buckley and Lucy Bunch sing with
this outstanding group and would love to see you
at this performance.

The performance will occur at St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church (26th & K Streets) in Sacramento
on May 19, 2007 at 8:00 PM. This concert pays
tribute to the popular NPR radio program, From
The Top, which features the nation’s exciting next
generation of concert musicians.

Discounted tickets for Take It From The Top are
available through Celia Buckley or Lucy Bunch for
only $12 through May 14th.  Regular price tickets
are $16 and can be purchased online at
www.mastersingers.org, by phone at (916) 788-
7464, or at-the-door 30 minutes before the concert.

Women & Religion (PCD/UUA):
Reconnecting

A check-in and discussion about the Women &
Religion 2007 retreat plus plans for a 2008 retreat;
the General Assembly 2007 in Portland, OR (June
22-24); and ways to expose religious roots of
patriarchy and religious denigrations of women.
Includes a potluck lunch.

Saturday, May 19, 2007
10:30am to 2:00pm
Sunshadow Community Room
1350 Penoche Avenue
San Jose, CA 95122

Contact Rosemary Matson, Meg Bowman,
Barbara Schonborn, Ann Campbell or
SallyEccles.
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Would you like to be a formal member of this
congregation?  We would love to have you as a member!

If you would like membership information or if you feel
ready to sign our membership book, you may talk to
Rev. Kate Rohde, Annette Emery, or Laura Osborne.

Membership requirements are:
1)  you must be at least 16 years old
2)  you accept our principles and purposes
3)  you make and fulfill a commitment to an annual
contribution of record through a pledge of money and/or
services.

We are a wonderful congregation and we will welcome
you with open arms.

Membership

The ministry of the Unitarian Universalist Community
Church is to foster open minds, caring hearts, helping
hands, and growing spirits in a congregation of all ages.
By living and sharing Unitarian Universalist values, our
spiritual and intentionally diverse community seeks to
bring compassion and justice to the world.

UUCC is a member of the Unitarian Universalist  Asso-
ciation (UUA) and the Pacific Central District (PCD) of
the UUA.

Mission Cont act

All Unitarian Universalist congregations in California’s
mountain and valley areas:
www.uuvalleysierra.org

Pacific Central District (PCD):
 www.pcd-uua.org
Telephone: (510) 601-1437

Unitarian Universalist Association:
www.uua.org
Telephone: (617) 742-2100

UU Legislative Ministry:
www.uulmca.org
Telephone: (916) 441-0018

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee:
www.uusc.org
Telephone: (617) 868-7102

Sacyouth - Faith-Based Activities for Youth:
www.sacyouth.com

South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership (SSIP)
Emergency Food Closet:
www.ssipfoodcloset.org
Telephone: (916) 428-5290

Affiliates

U2C2 Connection Editor:
Newsletter contributions should be sent to the UUCC
church address, phoned in to 689-2008 or emailed to
uucc@cwnet.com by the 15th of each month.
Editorial Advisor - newsletter:
Nancy Flagg

Newsletter

Website Administrator:
UUCC office  689-2008  or uucc@cwnet.com

Website

Editorial Advisor - website:
Nancy Flagg

Administrative Support:
UUCC office  689-2008  or uucc@cwnet.com

Administration

Mailing address:
8231-C East Stockton Blvd
Sacramento CA 95828

Phone: 689-2008
Website: www.u2c2.org
Email: uucc@cwnet.com

Office Hours: Tue/Thur/Sat  8am-12pm
Minister’s Hours: Tue-Fri 10am-4pm

Interim Minister:
Rev. Kate Rohde, 689-2073
krohde@uuma.org

Board of Trustees:
President: Kurt Schmidt
Vice President: Dick Tarble
Secretary: Wynne Skow
Treasurer: Steve Bakken
At-Large Members: Laura Osborne, Maggie Melnick,
Ken DeCrescenzo
Endowment Trust: Mark Callicotte

Director of Religious Education:
Dawn Rose, uucc@cwnet.com

Committees:
Church Operations Committee: Laura Osborne
Canvass Committee (Spring 2007):  To be determined
Committee on Ministry: Wynne Skow (chair), Allison
Claire, Mark Callicotte
Finance: Mark Callicotte
Membership: Eric Walle (chair)
Openers/Closers Supervisor: Rev. Kate Rohde
Religious Education:  Alison Navas
Social Action (Bag Days): Celia Buckley,
Worship Committee: Jane Churchon  (chair), Allison
Claire

Leadership


